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January 23, 2010

Senator Johnny Ellis

Senate Health and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 103

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Subject: Support Letter for SB 199

Dear Senator Ellis:

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) is pleased to offer support for SB 199, a bill to provide
access to Medicaid patients who are approved for dentures using a two-year funding cycle for medical
assistance benefits to cover the costs for complete and partial dentures in a single fiscal year. This
legislation is authored by you and co-sponsored by Senators Bettye Davis, Dennis Egan, Hollis French,
Linda Menard, Donald Olson, Joe Paskvan, Joe Thomas, and Bill Wielechowski.

The Commission believes SB 199 provides a common sense solution that allows patients and their
dentists the flexibility to schedule treatment around the oral health needs of the patient, which will
improve the quality of care for older Alaskans and other qualifying recipients. Moreover, this
legislation enhances the cost-effectiveness of the current Medicaid Adult Dental program by reducing
the number of oral surgery visits, medical procedures, and related travel costs required for individuals
who need a complete set of dentures but are limited to half of a set of dentures per fiscal year under
the existing program. Anecdotally, we have learned that some individuals may even refuse partial
extractions in one arch knowing that they could be without teeth for a prolonged period waiting for
Medicaid to cover the cost of the other complete denture in the next fiscal year.

Good nutrition is vital for health and wellness across the life span and depends on oral health. Dental
pain and missing or decaying teeth can affect dietary choices for seniors that may impact overall
health and wellness. Vulnerable older Alaskans are at risk of developing dental infections that have
been associated with periodontal disease, diabetes, pneumonia, and other chronic diseases including
cardiovascular disease. Restorative dental care can help to prevent the progression of serious dental
disease and discomfort which can result in more costly emergency care.

Older Alaskans utilize the Medicaid Adult Dental program. According to data based on Medicaid claims
information for persons age 60 years and older for the period April 1, 2007 thru December 31, 2009,
there were a total of 3,104 (unduplicated) seniors served by the Medicaid Adult Dental Program. The
average cost for partial dentures for seniors ranges between $1,085 (for a complete maxillary
denture) to $1,125 (for a complete mandibular denture). The approximate cost for a complete set of
dentures is $2,225. The current program cap is $1,150 per year.



As we move forward, the Commission respectfully asks for your consideration of our
recommendations below to enhance SB 199 and the Adult Dental Medicaid program for qualifying
older Alaskans and other Medicaid recipients:

o Allow eligible patients access to two years of total funding as determined by the cost cap of the
Medicaid Adult Dental program to permit individuals receiving partial dentures through the
program the ability to access remaining benefits under the cost cap should they need
additional denture services during the two-year period.

¢ Pending approval of SB 199, begin work with the Department of Health and Social Services to
expand the two-year access of services to phase in other preventative and restorative services
allowed under the Medicaid Adult Dental program in FY 2012.

e Adjust the annual cost cap for dental services (currently in statute for the last three years) to
address the rising costs of dental care and encourage more participation of Medicaid dental
providers.

Please accept our sincere appreciation for your efforts to improve the Medicaid Adult Dental program
by allowing patients who qualify for dentures under the program to receive their full set of dentures
according to a treatment schedule determined by the patient with their dentist. We believe that SB 199
will help to improve health and wellness for many older Alaskans who need dentures and we support
passage of this legislation. Please feel free to contact Denise Daniello, ACoA’s executive director, by
phone (465-4879) or email (denise.daniello@alaska.gov) should you have questions or require
additional information. Thank you.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Sharon Howerton-Clark Denise Daniello

Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging ACoA Executive Director

Cc: Senator Bettye Davis Senator Donald Olson
Senator Dennis Egan Senator Joe Paskvan
Senator Hollis French Senator Joe Thomas

Senator Linda Menard Senator Bill Wielechowski



