
Although every region of the state experienced an increase in the senior population, according to data from 
Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development's 2007 population estimates, the Railbelt regions 
experienced unusually rapid growth in their senior populations since the 2000 census and a subsequent gain in 
their allotted percentage of available funds at the expense of the other regions. Assuming no increase in State 
funding, it was understood that a number of regions would suffer a decrease in funding and a phased-in 
approach of the new funding formula was adopted. While the phased-in approach retained funding distributions 
for FY2008 and FY2009 according to those amounts prescribed in the earlier state plan, FY2010 would phase 
in 50 percent of the change calculated by the current plan with 100 percent implementation of the change in 
FY2011. 

The $609,917 increment would be used to hold those regions harmless which would receive reduced grant 
amounts as a result of the phased-in implementation to maintain their level of service to Alaska seniors. 
Without this increment, funding reductions could lead to deterioration of services in the more remote areas. 

Alaska is one of the foremost states in investing in home- and community-based services. While other states 
have built nursing homes and other institutional long-term care facilities to care for their elderly, Alaska has 
prudently invested in a continuum of long-term support services, a strategy that is less costly and desired by 
older Alaskans and their families. 

ACoA supports the increment for Senior Community Based Grants. Research has established that providing 
these home- and community-based services helps to reduce the need for more intensive health care services. 
These services are also desired by older Alaskans and their families. Please feel free to contact Denise 
Daniello, ACoA's executive director (465-4879), should you have any questions regarding our position. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Sincerely 

nnfl~.~" ():rJ~

s~~erton-Clark ., Denise Daniello 
Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging ACoA Executive Director 

Cc: Representative Thomas, Vice Chair Representative Kelly 
Representative Austerman Representative Crawford 
Representative Fairclough Representative Gara 
Representative Foster Representative Salmon 
Representative Joule Representative Chenault 


